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this book demonstrates through methodological reflections and carefully chosen case

studies a new way to conduct study of religion it  focuses on how social  actors

negotiate what counts as religion and how discourses on religion are part of the way in

which  contemporary  societies  organise  themselves  the  present  volume  draws  on

examples from judicial processes media discourses and scholarly debates related to

wiccans druids and jedi knights among others by analysing discourses on religion and

building on rather than rejecting genealogical critiques of religion teemu taira argues

that the study of religion can be constructive and socially relevant
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the wars of religion embroiled france in decades of faction violence and peacemaking

in the late sixteenth century when historians interpret these events they inevitably

depend on sources of information gathered by contemporaries none more valuable than

the diaries and collection of pierre de l estoile 1546 1611 who lived through the civil

wars in paris and shaped how they have been remembered ever since taking him out

of  the  footnotes  and  demonstrating  his  significance  in  the  culture  of  the  late

renaissance this is the first life of l estoile in any language it examines how he

negotiated and commemorated the conflicts that divided france as he assembled an

extraordinary collection of the relics of the troubles a collection that he called the

storehouse of my curiosities the story of his life and times is the history of the civil

wars in the making focusing on a crucial individual for understanding reformation

europe this study challenges historians assumptions about the widespread impact of

confessional  conflict  in the sixteenth century l  estoile  s  prudent non confessional

responses to the events he lived through and recorded were common among his milieu

of gallican catholics his life writing and engagement with contemporary news books

and pictures reveals how individuals used different genres and media to destabilize

rather than fix confessional identities bringing together the great variety of topics in

society and culture that attracted l estoile s curiosity this volume rethinks his world in

the wars of religion

this collection addresses as it exemplifies an identity crisis in contemporary philosophy

of religion it represents a unique two way dialogue between philosophers of religion

and scholars of religion and broaches issues pertaining to the philosophy of religion

and the philosophical tradition on the one hand and religious studies theology and the

modern academy on the other while each author manages the current challenges in

philosophy of religion differently one can nonetheless discern a polyphony of interests

surrounding a postcritical postsecular appreciation of religion in part 1 contributors ask

how philosophy of religion can accommodate both the strengths and weaknesses of

western  analytic  and  continental  traditions  incorporate  developments  in  ideology

critique gender studies and asian philosophies and negotiate the perceived stalemate in

philosophy of religion part 2 addresses these questions in terms of a philosophy of

religion  that  is  postcolonial  in  intention  and  multidisciplinary  in  orientation  and

features scholarship from the fields of both religion and theology an underlying theme

is the importance of ushering philosophy of religion into a postphenomenological era of

religious  studies  and  theology  this  is  a  neglected  dimension  in  many  laudable

discussions about philosophy of religion that this volume hopes to emend

highlights the underexplored connection between new wave american science fiction

and asian religions such as taoism buddhism and hinduism

the present volume as its title imports relates a complicated series of conflicts of which

the origin or the pretext has for the most part to be sought in the great religious

schism of christianity but the cause of the restoration of catholic unity in the west was

in the minds of both the supporters and the opponents of that cause inextricably

interwoven  with  the  purposes  of  dynastic  ambition  and  powerfully  affected  by

influences traceable to the rapid advance of the monarchical principle and to the

gradual growth of the conception of the modern national state although in graver peril
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than ever before from the persistent advance of the ottoman power europe no longer

finds a real unifying force in either papacy or empire the spiritual ardor of the catholic

reaction which might have served to strengthen the resistance to the general enemy of

christendom is expended largely on internecine conflicts it allies itself with the settled

resolution of philip of spain to control the destinies of western europe and thus there is

not a phase of  the religious and political  struggle here described which remains

unconnected with the rest the religious wars of france with an account of which this

volume opens furnish the most complete instance of the constant intersection of native

and foreign influences but it is illustrated by almost every portion of the narrative

since therefore the story of no european country or group of countries in this troubled

period admits of being told as detached from the contemporary history of its neighbors

allies or adversaries the same series of events must necessarily appear more than once

in these pages as forming an organic part of the history of several countries but treated

in each case from a distinct point of view

the  thirteen  essays  in  this  volume  offer  a  challenge  to  conventional  scholarly

approaches to the sociology of religion they urge readers to look beyond congregational

settings beyond the united states and to religions other than christianity and encourage

critical  engagement  with  religion  s  complex  social  consequences  by  expanding

conceptual categories the essays reveal how aspects of the religious have always been

part of allegedly non religious spaces and show how by attending to these intellectual

blindspots we can understand aspects of identity modernity and institutional life that

have long been obscured religion on the edge addresses a number of critical questions

what is revealed about the self pluralism or modernity when we look outside the u s

or outside christian settings what do we learn about how and where the religious is

actually at work and what its role is when we unpack the assumptions about it

embedded in the categories we use religion on the edge offers groundbreaking new

methodologies and models bringing to light conceptual lacunae re centering what is

unsettled by their use and inviting a significant reordering of long accepted political

and economic hierarchies the book shows how social scientists across the disciplines

can engage with the sociology of religion by challenging many of its long standing

empirical and analytic tendencies the contributors to this volume show how their work

informs and is informed by debates in other fields and the analytical purchase gained

by bringing these many conversations together religion on the edge will be a crucial

resource for any scholar seeking to understand our post modern post secular world

this volume presents a selection of essays by the late philip quinn one of the world s

leading philosophers of religion quinn left behind an influential body of work on a

wide variety of topics he was the author of divine commands and moral requirements

1978 and of more than two hundred papers in philosophy fourteen of his best and

most influential contributions to the philosophy of religion are gathered here the papers

have been organized around the following topics religious epistemology religious ethics

religion  and  tragic  dilemmas  religion  and  political  liberalism  topics  in  christian

philosophy and religious diversity

rhetorics of religion in american fiction considers the way in which contemporary

american authors address the subject of belief in the post 9 11 age of terror naydan
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suggests that after 9 11 fiction by mohsin hamid laila halaby philip roth don delillo

john updike and barbara kingsolver dramatizes and works to resolve impasses that exist

between believers of different kinds at the extremes these impasses emerge out of the

religious paradox that shapes america as simultaneously theocratic and secular and they

exist for instance between liberals and fundamentalists between liberals and certain

evangelicals  between  fundamentalists  and  artists  and  between  fundamentalists  of

different varieties ultimately naydan argues that these authors function as literary

theologians of sorts and forge a relevant space beyond or between extremes they

fashion faith or lack thereof as hybridized and hence as a negotiation among secularism

atheism faith fundamentalism and fanaticism in so doing they invite their readers into

contemplations of religious difference and new ways of memorializing 9 11

the last day of june 1559 was a gala day in paris the marriages of philip ii of spain

with elizabeth of france daughter of king henry ii and catherine de medici and that of

the french king s sister marguerite with emanuel philibert duke of savoy were to be

celebrated but the torches of joy became funeral tapers before nightfall for henry ii was

mortally wounded in the tournament given in honor of the occasion
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